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Pekah, was on the throne in Samaria. Rezin still
reigned in Damascus. These two saw in the
youth and inexperience of Ahaz a chance for re-
venge upon Judah and the enrichment of their
own kingdoms. They united their forces and in-
vaded Judah. So began the Syro-Ephraimitic war.
They marched apparently south on the east side
of Jordan, and first took Elath,1 which Uzziah
had added to the kingdom of Judah, and so greatly
increased its commercial prosperity. From Elath
they went northward, intending to attack Jeru-
salem itself and overcome Judah at the very center.
The situation was a terrible one for Ahaz. He
would never be able to hold out single-handed
against such foes. To whom should he turn for
help? There was no help in Egypt, for Egypt
had not extended help to Hanno, and was now
absorbed in a life-and-death struggle with Ethio-
pia. There was an Assyrian party at his court
which urged him to lean upon Tiglathpileser. His
wisest counselor was Isaiah, but Isaiah he would
not hear, and so he sent an embassy to meet Tig-
lathpileser and sue for help against the Syro-Eph-
raimitic combination. To get the necessary gifts
for the winning of favor he stripped the tem-
ple and emptied his own treasure-house.9 We do
not know where the embassy met the Assyrian,
though it was probably at some point in Syria.
The gifts were presented, and Tiglathpileser at

1 2 Kings xvi, 6.
* 2 KingB xvi, 7, ff